Mountain View/West Elementary
Schools
Nick Gottlob, Principal
525 East Illinois
Spearfish, SD 57783

Phone: 605.717.1205; 605.717.1209

Principal’s Corner
Mountain View and West Elementary Parent/Guardian(s):
It’s hard to believe that the 2016-2017 school year is nearly half over! Your children have been
working diligently and building their skills.
In the Fall of 2016, classrooms in the Spearfish School District employed new curriculum
materials in support of English and Language Arts (ELA). These materials are aligned to the
State Content Standards, and support the District’s target areas for student achievement growth.
Annually, our teachers review comprehensive data identifying strengths, opportunities for
growth, and participate in a collaborative process of continuous improvement. In 2017, our
teachers will begin a similar process for Science curriculum, in adherence of the Spearfish
School District’s curriculum review cycle.
In addition, Mountain View and West Elementary Schools introduced the ‘Super Spartan’ model
in December to the delight of our students. Designed to support the schools’ Positive Behavior
Interventions and Supports (PBIS) plan, the Super Spartan card is used to provide immediate
feedback and response to students demonstrating targeted, positive behaviors in school. PBIS is
a behavior support model that compliments student discipline providing positive response to
desired behaviors.
As always, if you have questions, comments or concerns, please feel free to contact your child’s
teacher or the office.
Thank you for your continued support.
Yours in education,
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Upcoming Important Dates and Events
January 13
January 16
February 1
February 17
March 3
March 9
March 15
March 16-17

Teacher In-service, no school
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, no school
Early Release, Teacher Staff Development
Teacher In-service
End of 2nd Trimester
Elementary Parent-Teacher Conferences
Early Release Spring Break
Spring Break

Spearfish Foundation for Public Education ‘3 Cheers’
The Spearfish Foundation for Public Education (SFPE) invites you to our annual “3 Cheers
Celebration”. Come help SFPE celebrate education in our schools and the generosity of our
friends! The event will take place on Thursday, January 19th from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at the
Tretheway Pavilion, Spearfish City Park. Join us for music, food and beverages. There will be
silent and live auction items and raffle prize drawings. The SFPE provides financial and
community investment in academic programs within the Spearfish School District and is a 501 C
3 non-profit, tax exempt organization. Check out our website, www.spearfishschools.org, to
learn more or make a donation to the SFPE.

Spearfish School District Strategic Planning Underway
The Spearfish School District has secured the services of PACE Strategic Development to assist
the district in the development of priorities and goals for the future. The first step in this process
is to conduct an anonymous survey of faculty & staff, students, parents, and community
members. Stakeholders are asked to provide your honest assessment on this survey so that the
results can be used to improve district operations and set goals for the future. The results will be
tabulated and shared with focus groups, the Board of Education and administration. Following
the deliberation and discussion within each of those groups, a Strategic Plan will be created to
guide the district over the next five years. We ask that you follow the link provided and take 1015 minutes to complete the survey. There is also a link, SSD Strategic Plan Survey, on the
bottom left hand side of the Spearfish School District website home page. The survey will close
on Friday, January 13th. Thank you in advance for your participation in this survey. Your
responses are confidential.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2PYVFY6

2017-2018 Calendar Proposed
The academic calendar for 2017-2018 will be reviewed for a 1st reading at the regularly
scheduled February School Board meeting. Input from a variety of stakeholder groups,
including parents and teachers, has been considered in crafting the calendar draft. Federal
holidays, start and end date, snow-day make-up, and other factors were reviewed and discussed.
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Further information, including a tentative proposed calendar and specific calendar dates can be
found in your child’s office.

Student Attendance Matters
As you know, your child’s attendance is important. Spearfish Schools work closely with parents
to ensure regular attendance in an effort to support the child’s learning and overall experience.
You may not be aware that our schools continue to be accountable for the attendance rate of our
buildings and students. The South Dakota Department of Education maintains a target
attendance rate of 94% for all children, and our schools work to meet that requirement. When
broken down by student, that equates to attending 164 of the 173 scheduled student contact days.
Beginning on the 2016 School Report Card (https://www.doe.sd.gov/reportcard/listnew/ ),
attendance indicators are monitored and recording based on the percentage of students attending
a minimum of 94%; this high standard places emphasis on every child maintaining high
attendance, and not simply an overall measure. If you have questions about school attendance,
please contact the office.

West Elementary Playground Renovation Continues
We are pleased to have completed the first phase of the West Elementary Playground renovation.
Replacement of the damaged, outdated structures was completed in summer of 2016. Our goal
is to examine the the play area focused on safety, age-appropriate devices, use of existing space,
and considerations of environmental factors such as snow and ice removal, and ultimately a
fiscally prudent renovation of our play area to provide a quality experience for our students.
Discussions in the future will further inform additional play structures, location, and preservation
of existing equipment that is useful. Maintaining court sports areas, creating green-space play
area to support turf sports, and improving our play area drainage and subsurface are all part of
our discussions. The next committee meeting is scheduled for 3pm on January 26th; any and all
parents are welcome to provide input and feedback.

Students Learning and Celebrating Character!
December wrapped up our third pillar of character for Mountain View and West Elementary
Schools. Respect, Responsibility, and Citizenship were taught in classroom lessons and
celebrated by having Pizza with the Principal. Continued use of the Character Counts
curriculum provides direction and support of teaching and promoting healthy and positive
student character.
A special thank you to Little Caesars of Spearfish for sponsoring this event by providing pizza
for the student celebrations at West Elementary for 2017!!

PAC Updates
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The Mountain View and West Project Advisory Committee (PAC) continues to work to support
teachers, classroom, and projects outside of the general school budget. The next PAC meeting
for Mountain View and West Elementary Schools will take place on February 7th , 7:30am in the
Mountain View Elementary school foyer.
Fall PAC projects included the staff pizza delivery night, Spartan hat sales, and the ‘Giving Tree’
project at each school supplementing classroom teacher needs. Pizza and hat sales generated
approximately $1500 that will go towards student travel including spring orientation visits of the
schools. Like all fundraisers, there is no obligation and participation is optional.
Student transportation, school supplies, and other projects not otherwise funded through the
school are supported through the PAC. Continued discussions of parent-friendly fundraisers will
guide our planning for 2017-2018. Tentative events include a Read-A-Thon, Pizza Delivery by
staff night, Spartan Hat Sales, the Family Fun Run/Walk, and continued use of the Box Top
program and My Coke Rewards. Any parent interested in participating in the PAC can phone
the office to join the committee, or simply come to a meeting.
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